"Journal to Stella

LETTER XXIX

and among others, poor Biddy Floyd, who is very red, but
I believe won't be much marked.16 As I was coming
home I met sir George Beaumont in the Pall-mall, who
would needs walk with me as far as Buckingham house.17
I was telling him of my head; he said he had been ill of
the same disorder, and by all means forbid me bohea tea;
which he said always gave it him; and that Dr. Radcliffe
said it was very bad. Now I had observed the same thing,
and have left it off this month, having found my self ill
after it several times; and I mention it, that Stella may
consider it for her own poor little head: a pound lies ready
packt up and directed for Mrs, Walls, to be sent by the
first convenience. Mr. secretary told me yesterday, that
Mr. Harley would this week be lord treasurer and a
peer, so I expect it every day; yet perhaps it may not be
'till Parliament is up, which will be in a fortnight.
8. I was to-day with the duke of Ormond, and recom-
mended to him the care18 of poor Joe Beaumont, who
promises me to do him all justice and favour, and give
him encouragement; and desired I would give a memorial
to Ned Southwell about it, which I will, and so tell Joe
when you see him, though he knows it already by a letter
I writ to Mr. Warburton^ It was bloody hot walking
to-day. I dined in the city, and went and came by water;
and it rained so this evening again, that I thought I should
hardly be able to get a dry hour to walk home in. Ffl
send to-morrow to the Coffee-house for a letter from MD;
but I would not have one methinks, 'till this is gone, as
it shall on Saturday, I visited the duchess of Ormond
this morning; she does not go over with the duke. I spoke
rt p. 217 n.8 She was recovering from small-pox.
17 In St. James's Park, built in 1705 for the Duke of Buckingham
(p. 84 n.24). Buckingham Palace now stands on the site.
i* Deane Swift's reading 'care' may be a mistake for 'case',
w The Rev. Thomas Warburton, Swift's curate at Laracor, who also
had a school at Trim. He married in 1716-17 and obtained the living of
Magherafelt in the Diocese of Armagh, which he held until his death in
1736 (Leslie, Armagh Clergy, p, 364).
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